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entry of Lothair, and, advancing, received him with an an
of ceremony, mixed, however, with an expression of per-
sonal devotion which was distressing to him, and singularly
contrasted with the easy and genial receptions that he
remembered at Vauxe. Then Lady St. Jerome led Lothair
to her companion whom she had just quitted, and pre-
sented him to the Princess Tarpeia-Cinque Cento, a dame
in whose veins, it was said, flowed both consular and
pontifical blood of the rarest tint.

The Princess Tarpeia-Cinque Cento was the greatest lady
in Rome; had still vast possessions, palaces and villas and
vineyards and broad farms. Notwithstanding all that had
occurred, eho still looked upon the kings and emperors
of the world as the mere servants of the Pope, and on the
old Roman nobility as still the Conscript Fathers of the
world. Her other characteristic was superstition. So she
was most distinguished by an irrepressible haughtiness and
an illimitable credulity. The only softening circumstance
was that, being in the hands of the Jesuits, her religion
did not assume an ascetic or gloomy character. She was
fond of society, and liked to show her wondrous jewels,
which were still unrivalled, although she had presented
His Holiness in his troubles with a tiara of diamonds.

There were rumours that the Princess Tarpeia-Cinque
Cento had on occasions treated even the highest nobility
of England with a certain indifference ; and all agreed that
to laymen, however distinguished, her Highness was not
prone too easily to relax. But, in the present instance, it
is difficult to convey a due conception of the graciousness
of her demeanour when Lothair bent before her. She
appeared even agitated, almost rose from her seat, and
blushed through her rouge. Lady St. Jerome, guiding
Lothair into her vacant seat, walked away,

4 We shall never forget what you have done for us/ said
the Princess to Lothair.